
Derek Roth of the Mid-Canada Marine and Powersports Dealers 
Association and owner of Adventure Power Products presented at the 
recent ATVMB annual general meeting. 

The future of ATVing in Manitoba, from three different perspectives. 

First form the perspective of a director serving on the board of the MMPDA. 
The MID CANADA MARINE AND POWERSPORTS DEALERS 
ASSOCIATION is a non-profit organization representing marine and 
powersports dealers primarily in Manitoba, however we also have members 
from North Western Ontario and Saskatchewan. As an association we 
provide member education, promote the Marine and Powersports industry 
as a whole, as well as offer funding opportunities for projects that are 
relevant to our industry.  We host product shows including the Mid Canada 
Boat show held at the Convention Center in Winnipeg  as well as The Mid 
Canada Power Sports show held at the Red River Exhbition Grounds in 
Winnipeg.  We work with Government and other organizations to draw 
attention to the needs of our industry at all levels.  This year The MMPDA 
approved funding in the amount of $25,000 dollars to match the NTC 
funding  granted to ATV Manitoba for their trail initiative project and I have 
to say we are very excited to see the progression of this project!   

The MMPDA understands the need for a provincial ATV organization 
recognized by Provincial Government, Rural Municipalities and Law 
Enforcement and that ATVMB is that organization.  ATVMB is the 
connection between rider clubs and those entities.  

We also know that fostering these partnerships isn’t always easy.  
Differences of opinions, past history, and the odd Hatfield and McCoy 
scenario can get in the way.  We all know at least one such story that we 
have heard on the trail or at a meeting or on a BLOG.  Stuff happens and 
people talk, but past history, differences of opinion and bad feelings cannot 
be the determining factor in moving forward. 

What do we all want?  Well I think for the most part, we want to ride, we 
want the privilege to enjoy Manitoba trails.  How do we make it happen?  I 
may not have the exact answer to that question, but I know that it will take 
more than a single club or single group of people to make it all happen. 



Individual groups may have great ideas and may have momentum within 
their organization to make some things happen. But we need to focus on 
the bigger picture and when small groups join forces, that is when things 
really start to happen.  We are closer to our goal of a designated ATV/multi-
use trails system today than we have ever been before.  Is there a lot of 
work to do?  Yes.  Do we need to work together to accomplish our goal?  
Definitely. 

If I can go back to the MMPDA is an example…they or we were not always 
the MMPDA, for many years it was simply the MMDA…..yes there was no 
“P” in it.  No powersports.   

They were merely the Mid-Canada Marine Dealers Association.  If any of 
you know some of the old school marine dealers, you can just imagine 
what took place the day the idea of adding Power Sports dealers to their 
Marine only organization was brought up.  I am sure that the big question 
was, “why would we bring those guys in on what we spent years building”? 

It took a lot of discussion, some friendly, some not so much, but ultimately it 
was decided that for the betterment of the INDUSTRY it was the right 
decision to have Powersports dealers bring their strength in numbers to the 
table….and I can stand here today and tell you it is a success story. 

As a dealer, probably one of the biggest questions we continue to hear is, 
Where is a “GOOD” place to ride??  I so look forward to the day we can tell 
our customers all about the trail system - where the designated staging 
areas are, the trail that takes you to an awesome place to have lunch, the 
trail that leads to a cabin by a lake. These hopes will become reality, 
however, it will take team work, joining forces to ensure the future of the 
sport of ATVing in our province. 

Yes we all have a vested interest in getting support for our own clubs and 
communities, but we need look at the bigger picture as well.  If we can get 
clubs to connect and plan trails and events through ATV Manitoba the 
likelihood of success increases greatly. 

If I can veer off quickly, last year in our community a few business’s got 
together and talked about growing the strength of business’s in our area by 
starting a Chamber of Commerce and we formed the Ritchot Chamber. 



Now to give you an example, in past years Ile des Chenes had tried to start 
a chamber, St. Adolphe had a chamber, St Agathe had a chamber, but 
none of them were ever able to grow legs and be sustainable, and even if 
they had some success, they never really had any impact on their 
community or the businesses within them. We spent a lot of time looking at 
what had worked in the past and what hadn’t.  Most of the business’s that 
were at the table were based in Ile des Chenes, but we had to look at how 
we could sustain a chamber and also how would we grow?  The Decision? 
As a Chamber we had to include the entire Municipality and surrounding 
areas, it opened up the ability to put real numbers together and I am happy 
to tell you that just getting into our 2nd year we already have close to 100 
business’s in our membership. We have been able to fundraise for 
communities as a group and receive recognition as an organization.  This is 
proof, at least to me, that the concept of working together works. We just 
have to embrace it. 

ATV and side by side sales continue to grow, but the purchase dynamics 
are changing.  We see more families, husband, wife and children walking 
through our doors. Four seaters once looked out of place, but now they are 
a staple out there, in fact our Teryx 4’s produce some of our highest sales 
numbers….what does this tell us?  There is an opportunity to grow clubs 
again, get people out of their living rooms, away from the video games and 
back outside….communicate with the world face to face, not with a mic 
boom strapped to your head in front of the TV! 

ATV Manitoba is your provincial federation and is here to help clubs realize 
their goals by focusing on the bigger picture.  The work of the provincial 
federation will benefit the entire ATV community, whether you realize it or 
not.  If your club is affiliated with ATVMB you will receive more recognition, 
which will ultimately enhance the work that you are doing at the local level.  

I also want to stress that when clubs become organized under the 
provincial umbrella, which is the governing body that is recognized by the 
Province, and other large organizations, the clubs instantly have more 
traction (pardon the pun).  Dealers can be lobbied by a Governing body to 
help promote local clubs to their buyers, when it’s being done province 



wide, more business’s see the benefit of joining in the momentum.  
Everybody wins. 

Now as a rider, and as a Dad who wants to ride with his family, this is the 
most important part for me. 

I see the future of trails in Manitoba as Multi-use trails, trails that are 
enjoyed by both Motorized and Non-motorized enthusiasts. We also must 
consider the environment and understand that the whole movement will 
take on a shape of its own and move in directions that work. 

There just isn’t a specific recipe or road map for us to follow, yet.  We will 
learn what works and build on that.  I envision clubs still having the ability to 
host rider derbies, more organized, better insured, designated do’s and 
don’ts and trail marking systems that help ensure the safety of riders. 

Destination rides, private events and competitions, family safety and fun - 
they can all co-exist, but until we all realize what has to take place to move 
forward, it remains a vision. 

All of us being here today is a great foundation….Let’s build on it. 

Thanks everyone and have a great safe riding season!! 

  


